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Strategic Plan  
Essex Region Conservation 

Foundation 
 

Who Are We? 
Established in 1977, the Essex Region Conservation Foundation is a registered, charitable public 
foundation with a vital goal to raise the funds needed to contribute to the conservation, 
restoration, development or management of the natural and historic resources of the Essex 
Region. This is accomplished by partnering with the Essex Region Conservation Authority and 
raising the funds so critically needed to protect the natural resources of the Essex Region.  

Many successes have been realized over the past number of years. LaSalle Woods, the Chrysler 
Canada Greenway, and important parcels of Cedar Creek have all been protected for the benefit 
of future generations. Heritage Forests have been established at three locations, memorializing 
loved ones while restoring select tracts of land to a natural state.  As well, the John R. Park 
Homestead and Kingsville Train Station have been restored in order to preserve the story of our 
human heritage. These are just a sampling of the many success stories that we have achieved - 
but there is still much work to do in order to create a state of sustainability for the Essex Region.  

 
Our Mission 

To create opportunities for every member of the  
community to invest in our environment. 

 
 
Our Strengths 

• We have a track record of success (Greenway, LaSalle Woods, Heritage Forests) 
• What we do helps to make our community more sustainable.  Early acquisitions of lands 

– progressive and continued 
• We have a strong knowledge base of how to do things 
• We are open to and successful with partnerships 
• Our work crosses urban and rural boundaries – we offer something for everyone 
• We partner with the Essex Region Conservation Authority – they do great work  to 

protect and restore the regional environment and we are a critical part of their success 
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Our Fundraising Priorities: 
 
1.  To raise the funds to protect the critical natural resources of the Essex Region.   

The United Nations has stated that for a region to be healthy and sustainable, at least 
12% of its land area must consist of natural spaces.  In a region where merely 7.5% of 
our land base remains in a natural state, the importance of protecting existing significant 
natural areas cannot be overstated.  Our current priorities are the Spring Garden 
Complex and the St. Clair College Prairie Woodlot.   
 

2.  Greening the Essex Region 
Raising funds for tree planting, habitat restoration and carbon credits are just a few 
ways in which the Essex Region Conservation Foundation can provide opportunities for 
every citizen to become involved in creating a future of environmental sustainability for 
the Essex Region. 

 
3.  To raise the funds to create a first rate Centre for Excellence in Environmental 
Education.   

This education centre will promote water and energy conservation and serve as an 
educational complex not only for the students of the region, but for families interested in 
learning how to make a difference in environmental protection and restoration.  As well, 
it will serve as a community attraction that could likely attract tourists to the region. 

 
4.  Trail Development   

Trails have proven physical, spiritual and mental health benefits, and are key to helping 
allowing residents to lead more healthy and active lifestyles.  Raising the funds to 
develop this 26 kilometre Amherstburg-Essex Greenway trail that intersects with the 
existing 50 kilometre Chrysler Canada Greenway, as well as creating extension for the 
existing Greenway, especially into the City of Windsor,  will help provide more 
opportunities for residents to become healthy and active while benefitting the local 
economy as a tourism draw.       

 
5.  Preserving our Heritage 

Understanding our history is key to our future, and the Essex Region Conservation 
Foundation raises funds to help preserve our human heritage by raising the funds to 
protect and restore the John R. Park Homestead and Kingsville Train Station. 
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OOuurr  SSttrraatteeggiicc  OObbjjeeccttiivveess  
OBJECTIVES MEASURES OF SUCCESS  
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OOuurr  FFuunnddrraaiissiinngg  TTaarrggeettss  
  
22000088  
Major Gifts $250,000 
Fundraising Events $25,000 
Annual Appeal $5,000 
Heritage Forest $10,000 
Total $290,000 
 
 
22000099  
Major Gifts/Grants $150,000 
Leader Letter Writing Campaign $80,000 
Third Party Event $25,000 
Fundraising/Ask Events $75,000 
Annual Appeal $6,000 
Heritage Forest $10,000 
Total $351,000 
 
22000099  
Major Gifts/Grants $200,000 
Leader Letter Writing Campaign $80,000 
Third Party Event $25,000 
Fundraising/Ask Events $80,000 
Annual Appeal $7,500 
Heritage Forest $10,000 
Total $ 402,500 
 


